
left ventricular ejection fraction following the administration
of intracoronary streptokinase.21 In this context, the numbers
of patients recruited to demonstrate a benefit in some of the
cell therapy studies is surprising. Perhaps what is needed is
the seemingly tautologous combination of a large multi-
national trial and detailed mechanistic benchwork. The large
multinational trial will determine whether simply delivering
some bone marrow down a coronary artery is of any benefit,
while the mechanistic benchwork will enable a scientific
basis for the inevitable iterative improvements that will be
necessary once the trial results are revealed.
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Japanese metal engraving

A
n unusual philatelic item from Japan
is illustrated. The booklet contains the
1972 Japanese stamp for the World

Health Organization (WHO) heart campaign
of that year with a fine cancellation incor-
porating the heart (as a similar design to that
seen in the stamp) and the WHO logo
alongside. The stamp was designed by
Masatoshi Hioki. The booklet also contains
a metal engraving of the stamp drawings by
Hosei Hotta. The text reads ‘‘As foundation
work, metal engraving of the drawings is
done by Hosei Hotta. Then, thick-plating,
colouring with various kinds of precious
metals, and finishing hand-work are per-
formed’’.
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